
 

                           
 
 
Governor Objects to Public Disclosure of Water Diversions 
 
By Sen. Patty Birkholz, R-Saugatuck Township, and Rep. David Palsrok, R-Manistee 
 
The governor’s objection to notifying the Legislature and the public when she is considering 
proposals to divert water from the Great Lakes threatens our ability to carry out our 
constitutional duty to protect Michigan’s natural resources. It also fails to fully engage the 
citizens of this state in a vital decision. 
 
When she approved the 2005 Department of Environmental Quality budget, the governor 
objected to a provision that would have required the administration to give the Legislature and 
the public advance notice of Great Lakes diversion proposals she was considering. She stated it 
would “unduly hinder” her authority to veto requests to divert water from the Great Lakes.  
 
This flies in the face of our state Constitution, which places the responsibility for protecting our 
natural resources in the hands of the Michigan Legislature. As legislators, we take this 
responsibility very seriously, particularly when it comes to our role as stewards of Michigan’s 
waterways and the Great Lakes. 
 
Existing federal and state laws contain no mandate for the governor to notify the Legislature of 
proposed Great Lakes diversions. This is why the legislation we proposed is a critical 
improvement to state law. It specifically stated that the governor must provide notice to the 
Legislature and hold a public hearing on any diversion proposal that comes to her attention. It 
does not in any way impede her ability to veto such requests. 
 
To fulfill our responsibilities as outlined in the state Constitution, we must be notified of 
proposals to divert water from the Great Lakes. This knowledge will help us provide input to the 
governor and to the citizens of Michigan regarding the best strategies for protecting our water 
from diversions. There is no reason why the governor should not consult the Legislature and the 
citizens of this state when considering such proposals. 
 
We believe the Legislature must be a full partner with the administration in making decisions 
about something as important as Michigan’s precious water resources and in carrying out our 
responsibilities under the Water Resource Development Act. This federal act gives the governor 
full authority to “just say no” to any diversion. This is an absolute power which must be 
preserved and fully utilized in any proposal to divert Great Lakes waters. During recent 
discussions sponsored by the governor on Annex 2001, we have insisted that this veto authority 
must not be diluted in any way.   
 
We trust the governor will reconsider her objections to this important new provision and strictly 
follow the mandate of state law should any new water diversion proposal come across her desk. 
 


